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Vibrant Port of Muskegon Key to Region’s Economic Future 
State and local leaders outline regional vision at Port Day event  

 
MUSKEGON, MI —The West Michigan Shoreline Regional Development Commission 
(WMSRDC), in partnership with the Muskegon County Port Advisory Committee and the 
West Michigan Prosperity Alliance, today hosted “Port Day” to update stakeholders 
about the economic opportunities a vibrant Port of Muskegon offers West Michigan. The 
event included a presentation on the World War II LST 393 vessel and a tour of the ports 
on Muskegon Lake via the Port City Princess. State and local leaders outlined the vision 
behind Muskegon’s efforts to enhance the Port of Muskegon and develop a regional 
logistics hub.  
 
“As the best natural deep-water port in West Michigan, the Port of Muskegon has the 
potential to serve as a vital commercial shipping asset to the region,” said WMSRDC 
Executive Director, Erin Kuhn. An economic impact report released in January indicated 
the port’s potential to create 1,700 jobs and more than $280 million in annual economic 
activity.  
 
“Great Lakes commercial shipping is a key component of our economy,” stated Steve 
Fisher, Executive Director of the American Great Lakes Ports Association. “The 
Muskegon port is already a valued asset and could play an even bigger role as a 
regional logistics hub.”  
 
The manufacturing industry is taking notice of the economic opportunity presented by an 
enhanced Port of Muskegon. “Michigan manufacturers need every advantage they can 
find when shipping their products to consumers,” said Chuck Hadden, President and 
CEO of the Michigan Manufacturers Association. “We see a vibrant port as a valuable 
opportunity to keep us competitive.”  
 
WMSRDC is working with local and state leaders to build awareness and interest in the 
Port of Muskegon. More than 1.5 million Michigan residents live in the area most 
affected by a regional logistic hub. 
 
 
 

### 
 



The West Michigan Shoreline Regional Development Commission is a planning and 
development agency serving 120 local governments from Lake, Mason, Muskegon, 
Newaygo and Oceana Counties. The Commission works to foster regional development 
in West Michigan through various services and programs.  
 
For more information, please visit http://wmsrdc.org/port-day.  

 
	  


