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Port of Monroe – 2015 Year in Review 
 

Washington, D.C. (March 21, 2016) – In December of 2015, when Monroe, MI Mayor 

Robert E. Clark addressed the Monroe County Chamber of Commerce during his State of 

the City address, he referred to 2015 as “The Year of the Port.” 

 

As Michigan’s only Port District, the Port of Monroe has witnessed a rebirth as an active 

seaport and gained the attention of the entire Great Lakes transportation industry achieving 

its highest tonnage throughputs since the Port’s creation in 1932. The Port subsequently 

received the first commercial port funding of its kind from the State of Michigan for major 

infrastructure improvements. 

 

In 2015, the Port achieved its second highest tonnage numbers on record as 2,417,843 

metric tons of cargo were delivered to Port tenants along the River Raisin. This throughput 

being just 2,165 metric tons less than the record numbers of the 2014 season and essentially 

a tie for another all-time high. Commodities through the Port included staple cargoes of 

coal, limestone, synthetic gypsum, and liquid asphalt while also handling natural gas 

pipeline sections, wind blades, and containers carried by the first European vessels to call 

upon the Port since the 1960’s. 

 

Port Director, Paul C. LaMarre III, a third generation member of the working Great Lakes 

maritime trade, says: “The Port of Monroe’s rejuvenation is a true testament to positive 

relationship building within a community and an industry.” LaMarre goes on to say that 

“Cargo breeds cargo. If you are able to show that you can move materials across your dock 

efficiently and economically while defining the positive impacts to your community and 

industry as a whole, impactful growth is inevitable.” 

 

Yet, LaMarre attributes recent success to one partner in particular, Anthony Gray, President 

of DRM Terminal Services who was chosen as the Port’s terminal operator in 2014 and has 

made immeasurable investment in personnel and equipment to ensure the Port’s ability 

accommodate rapid cargo growth and sustainable partnerships. 

 

Another such partnership is with the Port’s largest tonnage producer, DTE Energy’s Monroe 

Power Plant. The Port and DTE Energy formed the first partnership of its kind between a 



public port and public utility for the management of a product – the Port now manages and 

markets a large portion of the synthetic gypsum produced as a byproduct of the flue gas 

desulphurization process at the plant.  

 

With the opening of the St Lawrence Seaway on March 21 – nearly two-weeks earlier than 

last year – the Port of Monroe has a record number of vessel calls scheduled, the first of 

which is anticipated to arrive on or about March 28. Poised for continued growth, the Port 

and its partners are destined for a prosperous 2016 shipping season and increased 

international tonnage through the Seaway. 

 

In addition to cargo activity, the Port of Monroe will be at the center of major dredging and 

construction activities with an additional appropriation of $1.1 million from the U.S. Army 

Corps of Engineers for dredging in the Port’s turning basin and the construction of a new 

riverfront intermodal dock with over $3.6 million in funds received through the Michigan 

Economic Development Corporation and Michigan Department of Environmental Quality. 
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The Great Lakes Seaway Partnership is a coalition of leading U.S. and Canadian maritime 
organizations working to enhance public understanding of the benefits of marine 
transportation. 


