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Domestic carriers critical to Great Lakes supply chain  
 

Washington, D.C. (October 21, 2015) – During the month of September, domestic vessels 
(known as ‘Lakers’) plied the waters of the Great Lakes delivering essential commodities 
to supply customers throughout the region. 
 
Mark W. Barker, President of The Interlake Steamship Company, said, “Domestic ships play 
an incredibly important role in moving cargo that supplies power generation, construction 
and manufacturing companies, as well as for local governments who depend on Lakers to 
bring in salt for winter road safety. Interlake takes great pride in helping drive the 
economy in the region.”    
 
Bulk cargo shipments at the Port of Monroe have remained steady as the Port continues 
to diversify its operations. Coal is delivered by 1,000 foot vessels from American 
Steamship Company and The Interlake Steamship Company to DTE Energy’s Monroe 
Power Plant multiple days per week. Lakers also deliver limestone twice monthly for the 
plant’s scrubbers. In what can only be described as the perfect cargo scenario, the 
limestone is transformed into synthetic gypsum and then transported by Pere Marquette 
Shipping to multiple wallboard and cement manufacturers. 
 
In September, the Port signed the first agreement of its kind between a public port and 
public utility for the complete management and marketing of a plant produced by-product. 
The Port of Monroe will now manage nearly all synthetic gypsum produced at Monroe 
Power Plant in an amount of 400,000 to 600,000 tons annually. This will ensure the 
continued growth of outbound cargoes and tonnage increases across the port’s docks. 
 
The Port also received the first commercial port funding from the State of Michigan and 
the Michigan Economic Development Corporation in which the Michigan Strategic Fund 
will loan the Port over $3 million to construct new dock facilities with deeper draft along 
the ports riverfront. 
 
Port Director, Paul C. LaMarre III said, “The Port’s continued growth and subsequent State 
investment is proof positive that cargo breeds cargo, and that domestic lakes shipping is as 
vitally important as it has ever been.” 
 



The Port of Toledo terminals were busy in September being restocked for winter with 
salt supplies. The Port Authority also leased warehouse space to MidAmerican Salt, a 
major salt importer and new tenant, for bagging, storage and distribution.  “We’re 
fortunate to have multiple terminals in the port with the capability for handling salt,” said 
Joe Cappel, Vice President for Business Development.  “The Port of Toledo’s centralized 
location allows local governments, the State of Ohio and many private companies to obtain 
salt from the terminals who are taking advantage of the maritime mode coupled with good 
highway access.”   
 
The Port of Milwaukee handled a steady stream of arrivals and departures during 
September. The Port saw 27 vessel or barge calls carrying cargoes with coal, cement, and 
salt.  Jeff Fleming, spokesperson for the Port, said, “September was a busy month with 12 
shipments of cement for the construction industry coming in from places like Alpena, 
Michigan. We also had coal shipments for Midwest Energy utility production, and salt from 
Goderich, Ontario for use this winter.” 
 
The Port of Green Bay saw a 123 percent increase in cement in September versus the 
same time last year reflecting the strong regional economy and associated construction 
activity.  According to Dean Haen, Port Director, “Cement is generally the first and last 
commodity to move into and out of the port each shipping season. We usually see a surge 
at the end of the year and we anticipate traffic to remain steady for the balance of this 
shipping season.” In addition to the cement traffic, the Port also receives salt, limestone, 
coal, and stone. 
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The Great Lakes Seaway Partnership is a coalition of leading U.S. and Canadian maritime 
organizations working to enhance public understanding of the benefits of marine 
transportation. 


