
	  

	  
	  

 
 
 
PRESS RELEASE 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – TUESDAY, JULY 14, 2015 

 
THE GREAT LAKES TOWING COMPANY EXPANDS FLEET 

WITH ADDITION OF FOUR MORE GREAT LAKES HARBOR TUGS  
 
Cleveland, Ohio. The Great Lakes Towing Company, which operates the largest fleet of 
shipdocking tugboats on the U.S. Great Lakes-Saint Lawrence Seaway, has announced the 
addition of four (4) more tugboats to its fleet.  
 
The four (4) newly purchased tugs will be named after four (4) of the Great Lakes; Tug 
MICHIGAN, Tug HURON, Tug ONTARIO and Tug ERIE. The Company’s Tug SUPERIOR has 
been in service for years, operating in the Port of Detroit. 
 
“These four (4) tugs will be immediately added to the fleet, and provide some new life and 
operational stability to our day-to-day business,” says Gregg Thauvette, Vice President – 
Operations, The Great Lakes Towing Company. Thauvette continues, “The equipment and 
machinery onboard, including the towing gear and firefighting equipment, are ideal for our 
operations across the Great Lakes, and will help us to continue to provide harbor towing 
services to our customers in more than 35 U.S. ports, in all 8 U.S. Great Lakes’ states.” 
 

- more - 
 
  



	  
	  

FOUR (4) NEW GREAT LAKES HARBOR TUGS SPECIFICATIONS 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Tug MICHIGAN 
• Length Overall: 85’ 
• Length: 75.5’ 
• Breadth: 24’ 
• Depth: 13’ 
• Main Engines: (2) Caterpillar 3512 
• Horsepower: 2,400 
• Propellers: Twin Screw, 4-blade, 76” x 52” 
• Towing Gear: Smatco C-32 Towing Winch, with 

1,500’ of 1-1/4” Wire Rope 
 

Tug HURON 
• Length: 102’ 
• Breadth: 29’ 
• Draft: 13’ 
• Main Engines: Fairbanks Morse 38D-8-1/8X10 
• HP: 2,000  
• Propeller: Single Screw, 4-blade, 144” x 89” 
• Firefighting: 2,000 GPM Diesel Pump, with (2) 

Monitors @ 1,500 gal each 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Tug ONTARIO 
• Length: 102’ 
• Breadth: 29’ 
• Draft: 13’ 
• Main Engines: Fairbanks Morse 38D-8-1/8X10 
• HP: 2,000  
• Propeller: Single Screw, 4-blade, 144” x 89” 
• Firefighting: 2,000 GPM Diesel Pump, with (2) 

Monitors @ 1,500 gal each 
 

Tug ERIE 
• Length: 102’ 
• Breadth: 29’ 
• Depth: 13’ 
• Main Engines: Fairbanks Morse 38D-8-1/8X10 
• HP: 2,000 
• Propeller: Single Screw, 4-blade, 144” x 89” 
• Firefighting: 2,000 GPM Diesel Pump, with (2) 

Monitors @ 1,500 gal each 

 
Learn more about the specifications of Great Lakes Towing’s Harbor Tug Fleet at 
www.thegreatlakesgroup.com/g-tugs and download a specifications document with complete 
details. 
  



	  
	  

 
MAJOR FLEET OVERHAUL PROGRAM 
In addtion to the four (4) newly purchased tugs, Great Lakes Shipyard is in the process of 
reactivating the Tugs LOUISIANA and PENNSYLVANIA from its existing fleet, both of which have 
been out of service for several years. Once completed and back in service, the Company plans to 
also reactivate the Tugs IDAHO and CALIFORNIA, which were taken out of service over the last 
two seasons. The Company is also in the process of drydocking, refurbishment and major 
maintenance on 15 tugs from fleet as part of the Company’s ongoing Major Fleet Overhaul 
Program. The schedule for this program includes: 
 
Recently Completed:  In Progress:    Next to be Overhauled: 

• VERMONT 
• MISSOURI 
• NEW JERSEY 
• INDIANA 
• ARKANSAS 
• NORTH DAKOTA 
• KENTUCKY 
• FLORIDA 
• NEW YORK 

 

• NORTH CAROLINA 
• RHODE ISLAND 
• OHIO 
 

 

• SUPERIOR 
• WYOMING 
• MISSISSIPPI 
 

 "As The Towing Company continues maintain and upgrade the tugs in its fleet, the Shipyard 
will also continue to expand and grow,” says Joe Starck, President of the Towing Company and 
Great Lakes Shipyard. Starck further explains that, “We are currently in progress of building one 
of two (2) new tugboats for New York Power Authority (NYPA) Niagara Power Plant’s 
operations in Buffalo, NY and we are also building two (2) small work barges the United States 
Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Rock Island District. We also have many other very 
interesting new construction projects on the table.  This new vessel construction business is in 
addition to our ongoing regular, in-house, commercial and government repair and modification 
work, where we regularly perform routine drydocking, maintenance, emergency repairs and 
custom fabrication services.” 
 

- more - 
 
  



	  
	  

ABOUT - THE GREAT LAKES TOWING COMPANY 
The Great Lakes Towing Company (or the “Towing Company”) owns and operates the largest fleet 
of shipdocking tugboats on the U.S. Great Lakes-Saint Lawrence River Seaway. GLT is the 
principle provider of commercial tugboat services in more than 35 U.S. ports, in all 8 U.S. Great 
Lakes’ states and the St. Lawrence River, and maintains nearly 99% market share of the harbor 
towing business in U.S. Great Lakes ports.  No other towing company in the U.S. matches this 
range of service. Services include harbor towing, docking and undocking assistance, ice breaking, 
rescue and assistance to grounded or damaged ships, and interport towing of vessels and barges. 
For more information, visit www.thegreatlakestowingcompany.com  
 
ABOUT - GREAT LAKES SHIPYARD 
Great Lakes Shipyard is a full-service shipyard for new vessel construction including new workboats 
and barges, truckable products, custom fabrication, ship maintenance and repairs, in a world-class 
facility that includes state-of-the-art equipment such as a 770-ton mobile Travelift and a 300-ton 
floating drydock. GLS facilities are located at the Company’s headquarters on the Old River 
Channel of the Cuyahoga River in Cleveland, Ohio. GLT’s shipyard expertise includes designing, 
building and maintaining its own fleet, as well as an extensive list of commercial and government 
tugboats, supply boats, ferries, barges, cruise boats, large yachts, and many other types of vessels, 
including larger domestic and foreign cargo vessels. The shipyard is a major contractor for the US 
Coast Guard, U.S. Geological Survey, the Army Corps of Engineers, the US Navy, EPA, NOAA, 
and many other federal, state and local governments, attesting to its high-quality workmanship, on-
time performance, and competitive pricing. For more information, visit	  www.greatlakesshipyard.com 
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CONTACT 
Gregg A. Thauvette, Vice President – Operations 
The Great Lakes Towing Company  
Tel: 216-367-8133 | E-mail: gat@thegreatlakesgroup.com 


