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Port of Cleveland International Shipping Connection Reaches 30 Countries Across Four Continents 

Board agenda includes milestones in maritime, development finance, infrastructure, and environmental 

initiatives  

 

Cleveland, Ohio (July 9, 2015) – The Board of Directors for the Cleveland-Cuyahoga County Port 

Authority met today to receive an update on impressive maritime figures and approve an agenda 

including additional milestones in development financing and environmental remediation of the Cuyahoga 

River.  Since launching last year, the Cleveland-Europe Express (CEE) liner service operated by Dutch 

ship owner Spliethoff Group has positioned the Port as a leader on the Great Lakes, and recent data 

supports the value of the strategic investment.  

 

Dave Gutheil, VP of Maritime & Logistics, reported that international tonnage has increased 37% 

compared with this time in 2014, and total volume of shipping container traffic increasing by over 300%.  

“We are connecting Greater Cleveland to over 30 countries across four continents now,” said Gutheil. 

“That is critical for our region to compete in the global economy.” 

 

“The Cleveland-Europe Express continues to grow and serve Ohio and Midwest companies as we 

envisioned,” said Will Friedman, Port President and CEO. Friedman noted that the uptick in container 

traffic was particularly significant because it demonstrates market acceptance. “Last year, the CEE 

attracted mostly break-bulk cargo, but this year we are making significant inroads to the containerized 

cargo market.  This is further proof that the service is a winner and here to stay. 

 

In development finance, the Board approved up to $6,000,000 in bonds to facilitate renovation of 

multifamily residential housing in East Cleveland. This project is the Port’s first affordable housing 

transaction and the Port’s first project in the City of East Cleveland. “This project is significant for the Port 

in terms of supporting affordable housing, while also meeting our high underwriting standards,” said Brent 

Leslie, the Port’s Chief Financial Officer. “We are excited to help connect this development to private 

capital.”  
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The Board also approved expenditure of budgeted funds for the Port to act as a local sponsor of a 

Focused Feasibility Study (FFS) to remediate contaminated sediments in the west end of the old river 

channel of the Cuyahoga River. The project area is not dredged and the legacy sediments are remnants 

of previous industrial uses, with cleanup noted as a key item in the Cuyahoga Remedial Action Plan 

(RAP). 

 

In a related action, the Board approved engaging Arcadis U.S. Inc, an international engineering and 

consulting firm with local offices, to conduct the FFS following a public Request for Qualifications process. 

Previous studies by USEPA and Ohio EPA show that contaminated sediments in the old river channel 

cause tumors and other deformities on local fish. The FSS will determine the most cost effective approach 

from a list of potential options, with USEPA providing 65% of the funding and local matching dollars 

expected through in-kind sources.  

 

“A key element of our strategic plan and mission is to lead environmental renewal of the Cuyahoga River 

and facilitate key infrastructure improvements,” said Friedman. “This partnership with USEPA and the City 

of Cleveland is another critical step in restoring the Cuyahoga River by protecting local wildlife and 

recreational users while remediating the riverbed after centuries of industrial contamination. We look 

forward to the results of the feasibility study so we can continue the Cuyahoga’s comeback.”  

 

 

 

### 

 

About The Port of Cleveland 

The Port of Cleveland is a key to Northeast Ohio’s global competitiveness by providing the quickest route 

between North American’s Heartland and Northern Europe. An economic engine for Northeast Ohio, the 

Port brings 13-million tons of cargo through the Cleveland Harbor, and with it $1.8 billion in annual 

economic activity and nearly 18,000 jobs. As a Green Port on a Great Lake, the Port of Cleveland plays a 

key role in the environmental restoration and revitalization of Lake Erie and the Cuyahoga River. For 

more information, visit the Port website at: www.portofcleveland.com. 
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