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Heavy Ice Weighs Down 

U.S.-Flag Cargo Total on Lakes in April 
 

CLEVELAND — U.S.-flag Great Lakes freighters (lakers) moved 6.7 million tons of dry-bulk cargo on 
the Great Lakes in April, a decrease of nearly 6 percent when compared to the month’s 5-year 
average.  Another brutal winter again spawned heavy ice formations Lakeswide that slowed the vessels 
that were put into service and delayed others’ sail date. 

 
With five of the six U.S. iron ore loading ports on Lake Superior, it follows that the iron ore trade was 
most affected by the ice fields.  Shipments totaled 3.4 million tons, a decrease of 10 percent compared 
to the month’s 5-year average.  The ice in Whitefish Bay at the eastern end of Lake Superior was 
particularly daunting and many vessels bound for Duluth/Superior, Two Harbors, Silver Bay and 
Marquette had to wait until U.S. and Canadian icebreakers could lead them through the ice field. 

 
Coal cargos in U.S.-flag lakers totaled 1.3 million tons in April, a decrease of 8 percent compared to a 
year ago.  Shipments of limestone nearly equaled their 5-year average.   

 
It must be noted, however, that the anemic cargo totals recorded in April 2014 distort the 5-year 
average.  If April 2014 is discounted, cargo totals are substantially below their long-term average.  Iron 
ore and coal are 20 percent below their average for the years 2010-2013.  Limestone lags its 2010-
2013 average by 6 percent. 

 
The House of Representatives has addressed the clear need for more U.S. Coast Guard icebreaking 
resources on the Great Lakes.  The Coast Guard Authorization Act (H.R. 1987) passed yesterday 
includes a provision authored by Rep. Candice Miller (R-MI) that directs the Coast Guard to design and 
build a new, multi-mission icebreaker to strengthen its capabilities on the Lakes.  The next step is for 
the Senate to approve a Coast Guard Authorization Act. 

 
Lake Carriers’ Association represents 16 American companies that operate 56 U.S.-flag vessels on the 
Great Lakes and carry the raw materials that drive the nation’s economy: iron ore and fluxstone for the 
steel industry, aggregate and cement for the construction industry, coal for power generation, as well 
as salt, sand and grain.  Collectively, these vessels can transport more than 115 million tons of cargo 
per year.  More information is available at www.lcaships.com.  Contact: Glen G. Nekvasil, Vice 
President (440-333-9996). 
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Information based on data from knowledgeable sources.  However, accuracy cannot be guaranteed.  Lake Carriers’ Association assumes no legal 
responsibility for the outcome of decisions or commitments made on the basis of this information.  This report represents the views of Lake Carriers’ 
Association and may not necessarily represent the views of its individual members. 
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